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CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT – 8 FEBRUARY 2018 
 

BANBURY: EDINBURGH WAY – PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING 
MEASURES 

 
Report by Director for Infrastructure Delivery 

 

Introduction 
 

1. This report presents responses received to a statutory consultation to provide 
traffic calming measures on Edinburgh Way Banbury, comprising seven pairs 
of speed cushions spaced at approximately 70 metre intervals. 
 

Background 
 

2. The above proposals have been put forward as part of wider works 
associated with new residential development to the west of Edinburgh Way. A 
plan showing the proposals is provided at Annex 1.  

 
Consultation  

 
3. The formal consultation on the proposal was carried out between 7 December 

2017 and 12 January 2018. A public notice was placed in the Banbury 
Guardian newspaper and sent to statutory consultees, including Thames 
Valley Police, the Fire & Rescue Service, Ambulance Service, Cherwell 
District Council, Banbury Town Council and the local County Councillor. 
Street notices were also placed in the vicinity of the proposed crossing 
location. Letters were also sent to approximately 110 premises in the vicinity 
of the proposals. 
 

4. Seven responses were received. Thames Valley Police and Banbury Town 
Council did not object and there were two expressions of support – one from 
the local member and one from a resident. There were three objections from 
residents.  The responses are summarised at Annex 2. Copies of the full 
responses are available for inspection by County Councillors.  
 
Response to objections and other comments 

 
5. The responses from Thames Valley Police and Banbury Town Council are 

noted. 
 

6. County Councillor Mark Cherry, the local member, expressed support for the 
scheme with the proviso that speed cushions should not be constructed in 
front of driveways. It is understood that none of the proposed cushions are so 
sited but this will be checked and minor adjustments to their siting made 
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ahead of construction as required if the scheme is approved. The support of 
the resident for the scheme is also noted. 
 

7. Three objections were received from residents, all of which expressed the 
view that speeding was not an issue in the road, particularly given the amount 
of on-street parking and that the funding would be better spent on maintaining 
the roads given the number of maintenance defects needing repair. One 
respondent also expressed the concern that the cushions would damage 
vehicles. While it is accepted that parking does help reduce speeds, the 
cushions would help ensure compliance with the 20mph speed limit zone here 
which was introduced in particular with regard to the safety of child 
pedestrians in this part of Banbury, noting that the proposals are intended to 
mitigate the potential adverse impact of additional traffic as a result of the 
nearby residential development. The scheme is being funded by that 
development as a mitigating measure and it would not be possible to use the 
funds for maintenance. In respect of the concern over cushions damaging 
vehicles, there is no evidence that in practice cushions result in such damage, 
noting that they have been widely used both in Oxfordshire and by other 
authorities. 

 
How the Project supports LTP4 Objectives 
 

8. The proposals would help facilitate the safe movement of traffic. 
 

Financial and Staff Implications (including Revenue) 
 

9. Funding for the traffic calming measures has been provided by the developers 
of land adjacent to Edinburgh Way.    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Cabinet Member for the Environment is RECOMMENDED to approve 
the proposals to provide traffic calming measures on Edinburgh Way 
Banbury, comprising seven pairs of speed cushions spaced at 
approximately 70 metre intervals as advertised. 

 
 
 
OWEN JENKINS 
Director for Infrastructure Delivery 
 
Background papers: Plan of proposed traffic calming measures 
 Consultation responses 
  
  
Contact Officers:  Hugh Potter 07766 998704 
February  2018 
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ANNEX 2 

RESPONDENT SUMMARISED COMMENTS 

(1) Traffic Management 
Officer, (Thames Valley 
Police) 

No objection. 

(2) Banbury Town Council No objection. 

(3) Local County Councillor, 
(Banbury Ruscote) 

Support - With one observation that cushions are not installed in front of any drive that has a dropped kerb drive. 

(4) Local Resident, 
(Edinburgh Way, Banbury) 

Support - This is very much needed. 

(5) Local Resident, 
(Edinburgh Way, Banbury) 

 
Object - With the number of parked vehicles along the road, there is no real issue with speeding vehicles along this 
road. I would suggest that money provided to the council should be used to correctly fix potholes on the roads 
throughout the area before even considering building useless and unnecessary "Traffic calming measures". 
 

(6) Local Resident, 
(Edinburgh Way, Banbury) 

 
Object - It is sometimes hard enough getting up and down Edinburgh Way with all of the parked cars, which in 
themselves act as speed restricters so, in my opinion, the money would be better spent repairing roads correctly (not 
just putting little patches of tarmac and gravel which make the potholes even bigger when they break up) 
 

(7) Local Resident, 
(Edinburgh Way, Banbury) 

 
Object - I have lived at my address for 10 years and in that time have never witnessed speeding problems on this 
road. I feel speed bumps on Edinburgh Way are totally unnecessary and would serve no purpose other than causing 
more damage to cars, in addition to the damage caused by the poor state of the roads. There are far more important 
issues with the roads in the area which the money should be put towards. 
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